
TILE WOOD SECONDARY – COVENTRY 

 

Learning Area top tip: Staff should feel enabled to respond to whatever the school day brings and empowered 

to deliver the curriculum in the way which is best for the children they teach. Ensure that parents are informed 

about the local learning area at the start of each year by letter and via the school website so that they are clear 

about the arrangements for their child going off the school site during the school day. 

 

Ease of use: We have a standard risk assessment for any activity which is not adventurous with a checklist for 

teachers. The walking area and the area within easy minibus drive which is defined (see example below). 

Information about these areas is displayed in the staff room and two ‘operational rucksacks’ are available to 

be picked up at a moment’s notice. The contents of the rucksacks include; first aid kit, charged mobile phone, 

emergency card, emergency food, roll of bin liners, old fleece, foil blanket. 

 

School / Setting: Tile Hill Wood School is a large girl’s secondary school in Coventry. It has spacious grounds 

and although situated in quite a deprived urban environment has access to green space and small woods. 

 

Learning area: The local learning area includes regular visits to the church, weekly visits to local primary 

schools as part of a mentoring project, regular use of the community multi use games area, visits to the library, 

surveys at the shopping precinct, orienteering in the adjacent woodland, visits to the nearby university and art 

lessons in the local park. 

 

Example of an outdoor learning programme: Year 7 were involved in a school organised community treasure 

hunt to; 

encourage communicational and teamwork skills 

raise awareness of the local area  

follow written instruction and use map reading techniques. 

problem solve and have fun. 

 

Each group of students was given an information pack with instructions. The adult with each group observed 

and ensured that they were safe. Pupils followed the instructions collecting clues enroot and stopping off at 

local shops and primary schools as part of the trail. The trail covered 5/6 miles and the final clue led to a local 

park where they had lunch and played games. The return journey was through a wood where they observed 

the impact of the community on the natural environment i.e. litter, erosion of footpaths and evidence of dog 

walkers.  

 

Positive outcomes: An outcome is greater partnership working as local shops and primary school get involved 

and this helps to develop community cohesion. We have found that by reducing the perceived barriers for staff 

to be able to go off the school site into the locality, the number of pupils engaged in outdoor/ real world 

learning has significantly increased. In the first six months 530 pupils were involved in local visits with 34 staff 

taking a lead. Having become embedded, pupils now regularly go off-site into their learning area. 

 

                         

 

 


