
ALFRISTON SCHOOL - BEACONSFIELD 

 

Learning Area top tip: Staff need to be flexible and creative in order to use all of the local amenities available. 

Look out for local charities and businesses who run day workshops for groups. Book well in advance if possible 

but also be prepared to take up opportunities at short notice. 

 

Ease of use: We have a standard risk assessment that covers most activities. Our staff are encouraged and 

given time to take the mini-bus drivers’ test so we can be out and about as much as possible.  

 

School / Setting:  Alfriston is a secondary-age day and boarding school for girls. It caters for pupils with a wide 

range of special educational needs and/or disabilities. Most have moderate learning difficulties, and a large 

majority have additional needs, such as speech, language and communication difficulties, sensory impairment, 

physical difficulty and other learning difficulties and disabilities. 

Learning area:  Alfriston is set in extensive grounds on the edge of Beaconsfield, with the school's main 

buildings comprising two converted houses, a brand new swimming pool, a hall/gym, and P.E. complex. 

Playgrounds, fields and a fitness trail enable pupils to participate in a variety of sports and physical activities. 

The nature area and faith garden support environmental and cultural learning experiences whilst the allotment 

and our hens provide vegetables, flowers, and eggs for the school shop. Prefects have the privilege of using a 

log cabin in the grounds for their social times. The school is enhanced by the surrounding trees, bushes, and 

flowered areas to ensure the site is pleasing for the whole community. Situated about a mile from the local 

shops, bus stops and station, girls are often given opportunities to practise their Independence Skills in the 

shops and supermarkets as well as learning to cross roads safely and to behave appropriately in the 

community. Regular travel training is given so that the girls learn to travel safely and independently between 

Beaconsfield and High Wycombe.  

Example of an outdoor learning programme: We have had many 

adventures in our school grounds ranging from overnight camping in 

tents, barbecue lunches, use of the gym trail, working in the garden and 

street dance workshops on the playground. We have recently purchased 

a kiosk which is situated outside near our swimming pool. Our Post 16 

girls are responsible for running the kiosk which stocks sandwiches and 

snacks, plants grown in our greenhouse and cards and wrapping paper. 

Being outside in the grounds, the kiosk gives the older girls a chance to 

work independently in a retail situation whilst giving the younger girls a 

chance to practice their money skills independently.  

 

 

 

Positive outcomes: Visits within the local area for Life Skills activities give 

our girls the confidence to be increasingly independent. Younger pupils 

enjoy frequent trips to the town accompanied by staff in order to build 

skills and develop confidence so that by the time they reach Post 16 they 

are able to walk to the bus stop, crossing the roads safely and catch a bus 

independently. The older girls are also encouraged to use their mobile 

phones to report to school when they have safely reached their 

destination. Of course, visiting a café when they go to town is always a 

popular activity! 

 

 

 


