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About Natural Connections  
 

The Natural Connections Demonstration Project is an exciting initiative funded by Natural England, DEFRA 
and Historic England, which Plymouth University were awarded the contract to deliver. It is one of the 
largest outdoor learning projects in the UK and operates at a local, school-led level, in 6 ‘hubs’ across the 
South West until March 2016.    

 For articles from Outdoor Learning experts & more information about the project follow our NEW LOOK 
BLOG: CLICK HERE  

 follow us on Twitter - @ntrlconnections  

 STOP PRESS! We are also a partner in Countryside Classroom  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Countryside Classroom: 
 

Today, 28th September, sees the launch of Countryside Classroom. It is 
the largest ever partnership of organisations committed to helping children 
learn about food, farming and the natural environment, and is led by FACE 
(Farming and Countryside Education). It is the vision of Countryside 
Classroom that by making it easier for schools and teachers across the UK 
to access resources, places to visit and people to ask, more will embrace food, farming and the natural 
environment as essential components of a broad and balanced curriculum. As a result of this, every child 
will have the opportunity to learn about and experience these topics in diverse ways that are increasingly 
supported by experiences outside the classroom.  
 

Which is why we at Natural Connections have pledged to support 
that ambitious aim and become a Countryside Classroom partner. 
We are by design, passionate about learning in the natural 
environment so it is a natural link for us to get involved and share our 
skills and resources.  
 

Countryside Classroom is celebrating its official launch this 
September with the release of the Countryside Classroom Passport – 
a pupil resource filled with challenges to Find Out, Make, Write, Do, 
Meet and Visit. You can use the passport with your class to achieve milestones such as cooking a meal, 
designing a wildlife friendly garden and visiting a farm. Once completed they can be used to enter a prize 
draw competition, closing on February 24th 2016.  
 

The passport will be available to download and print from http://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/passport  
from Monday 28th September.  
You can also help to spread the word by following us on Twitter - @CountryClassrm - and recommending 
the site to your colleagues. 

Quotes of the month 
 

‘The more that you can put learning into context and in a practical sense, the deeper understanding 
the students will have, and the more they’ll be able to use that learning again.’ 

Staff member, a Natural Connections school 
 

‘One [benefit] that applies to most children would be a love of learning, and enrichment of our 
curriculum and engaging them with the things we are learning about … Yes it diversifies different ways 

of learning, yes their behaviour is better outside. But it’s just seeing the smiles on their faces … that 
love and enjoyment of being at school.”  

Staff member, a Natural Connections school 
 

http://countrysideclassroom.org.uk/
https://naturalconnectionsblog.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/ntrlconnections
http://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/
http://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/passport


News from the Hubs Ian Blackwell & Jo Lewis  

 
Cornwall, Plymouth, Torbay & South Devon 
 
The Natural Connections Project continues to work with teachers 
across Devon and Cornwall. The focus over the last six months has 
been to consolidate the excellent work which started almost three 
years ago. Professional development, which includes peer-to-peer 
support, visits, opportunities to upskill and network meetings, are 
central to the long-term success of outdoor learning.  
If you want to know more about these opportunities, please contact 
the Hub Leaders. 
Cornwall: Pete Butts peterbutts2000@yahoo.co.uk  
Plymouth: Chris Avent chris.avent@plymouth.gov.uk 
Torbay & South Devon: Mel Easter mellew60@hotmail.com  
Naturally Healthy Devon Schools – North Devon: Louise Graham louise@naturallearning.org.uk  
 
There are two hubs now up and running in the north Devon area, one in the South Molton area and the 
other around Holsworthy, with approximately 12 schools engaged with the project.  The schools and Hub 
Leader Louise are currently planning their programme of events for the year.  The first event in the 
programme will be the Fundraising for Outdoor Learning training which is taking place in South Molton on 
the 12th November.  For more details contact laura.moore@plymouth.ac.uk. 
 
The health of pupils learning outdoors is one aspect we aim to capture in the project evaluation and the first 
phase of data collection is now complete.  Quantitative and qualitative data was collected in two schools to 
test out questionnaires for teachers and children.  The data collected by accelerometers and pedometers 
will enable us to compare methodologies for analysis of the physical activity.  In addition the questionnaires 
have also allowed us to gather qualitative data about the impacts of learning in the natural environment and 
being physically active. 
 
Naturally Healthy Devon Schools – East Devon 
 

Alex Turner has just started as the new Hub Leader for the East Devon Hub.  Alex joins the East Devon 
District Council Countryside Team to cover the maternity leave of the previous hub leader Meg.  She will be 
working with the eight schools in Exmouth which joined the project before the summer holidays to identify 
how to help them share best practice and increase and improve their outdoor learning opportunities. 
 
The South West Learning in the Natural Environment Collaboration 
 

The SW Collaboration team held a successful conference at the end of 
June with around 80 attendees from schools and outdoor learning 
providers. The conference saw the Launch of the #thisisaclassroom’ 
movement and was an opportunity to hear from head teachers about how 
they developed outdoor learning within their settings.  There was also a 
chance to get outdoors and pick up some practical tips on how to deliver 
the curriculum outside. 
The first of the 2015/2016 #thisisaclassroom Outdoor Learning (LINE) 
Collaboration events is being held on Thursday 15th October, 4.30-6pm at 
Whitehall Primary School, Bristol.  Designed and delivered by the Beacon 
school teachers who are experienced in using the outdoors as a resource for learning, this event will 
include training in:  

 Using outdoor-themed stories in literacy  

 How to use natural resources in maths 

 Participation in practical outdoor sessions   
This first event is free of charge (booking essential, see below) and will also be an opportunity to learn 
about our upcoming series of half-day outdoor learning CPD events, culminating in the #thisisaclassroom 
Conference on 8th July 2016 (please note date change).  To secure your place, please email 
schools@thisisaclassroom.com . You can find out more about the collaboration here: 
http://www.thisisaclassroom.com 

mailto:peterbutts2000@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Chris.Avent@plymouth.gov.uk
mailto:mellew60@hotmail.com
mailto:louise@naturallearning.org.uk
mailto:laura.moore@plymouth.ac.uk
http://www.thisisaclassroom.com/about/4589170557
mailto:schools@thisisaclassroom.com
http://www.thisisaclassroom.com/


Project News 

Vote for Sue Waite! Awards for Outstanding Contribution to Learning Outside the Classroom 
 
Nominations for the Awards for Outstanding Contribution to Learning Outside the Classroom have been 
announced. Natural Connections Project Director Sue Waite has been nominated in the Advocate category 
and you can VOTE HERE!  
 
CPRE ‘My Outdoors’ Competition 
 
In March 2016 CPRE Devon will be launching their new CPRE ‘My Outdoor’ competition, in association 
with the Naturally Heathy Devon Schools project.  The competition will be open to all primary school age 
children in Devon and aims to encourage children to engage with their local environment and help them to 
gain understanding and appreciation of their local area. 
Children will be asked to draw or create and photograph a visual representation of their local area or 
favourite outdoor space.  Prizes will be awarded according to age group and to individual prize winners and 
their schools.  More information about how to enter will be 
available soon. 
Festival of Outdoor Learning  
This was a huge success with dozens of events across the South 
West and 100s of children and teachers out enjoying the 
wonderful weather back in June and July. The Natural 
Connections Team were also pleased to host a number of 
overseas visitors who came to hear more about the Project, our 
approach and the impact it is having on school sin some of the 
most deprived areas of the region. 
 
Lessons from Near and Far Conference 
 
On 3rd July Rowena and Ian presented a keynote the project at 
the Lessons from Near and Far  International Outdoor Learning 
Conference, a research and policy conference organised by 
members of the team from Plymouth University and Natural 
England at the University of East London. The event attracted 125 
delegates from 8 countries.  A “Pathways to Impact” report will be 
published by Sue Waite and Karen Malone in October. Follow the 
Twitter account @lessonsnearfar for updates. 
 
Twitter 
 
Are you following us on Twitter yet? Over 1550 people are! This month we have been Tweeting about our 
new look blog, events run by our friends and supporters, top quotes from teachers and the CLOtC Awards. 
If you Tweet something you think we might be interested in, or want publicising more widely tag us and we 
will try and Re-Tweet you.  
 
Our Blog Has a New Look! Will you be our next guest 
author? 
 
Have you visited the Outdoor Learning Blog by Natural 
Connections yet? CLICK HERE and don’t forget to follow 
us for the latest articles straight to your inbox.  
 
We have now published 12 articles written by a fantastic 
range of guest authors including international 
contributors, and continue to get regular Tweets of our 
articles and a steadily increasing readership. In response 
to your feedback we have given the blog a new format to 
make it compatible with a range of browsers and easier 
to navigate. Let us know what you think! 
 

http://www.lotc.org.uk/news-and-events/awards-for-outstanding-contribution-to-lotc/
https://lessonsfromnearfar.wordpress.com/
http://www.naturalconnectionsblog.wordpress.com/


A big thank you to those who have contributed articles since the blog launched in March. We have been 
delighted with the selection of articles and the enthusiasm of the authors. We are now looking for articles to 
fill the site for the next few months and would love to hear from anyone interested in writing for us. Email 
jenny.hanwell@naturalengland.org.uk  
 

Easyfundraising & Easysearch 
 

Do you shop online? You can help raise money for Natural Connections with no extra cost to you with 
easyfundraising.  Natural Connections earns a % of your purchase from the retailer, so no extra cost to you 
at all. All the big on-line retailers are there, including supermarkets, high street chains, Amazon, travel 
agents, the TrainLine etc. Here’s how it works:  
 

1. Go to the easyfundraising site and support Natural Connections click here .  
2. Register your details  
3. Choose from 2700+ retailers and start buying on-line as you would normally 
4. That’s it! 

 

You can also raise donations for Natural Connections when you grab a coffee at Caffe Nero. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has announced support for the UK-wide biodiversity project - Polli:Nation, 
a programme which supports schools in helping to protect the future of our seriously dwindling bee 
population. The project, developed by the school grounds charity, Learning through Landscapes, will 
receive the initial support of £26,000 to develop this £1.3m project. All schools in the UK will be able to 
apply to participate in the programme, which will enable teachers, children and volunteers to be trained to 
make the necessary changes to their school grounds to create habitats. If you would like to get involved in 
the project please click here.  

Evaluation Update Martin Gilchrist  
 

I wanted to use the newsletter to say a quick thank you again to all the schools that had the chance to 
complete the July Natural Connections school survey. The survey follows up on the baseline survey 
schools completed when they joined the project. The full results and analysis will be included in the end of 
project report but in the meantime here are a few things that will certainly be of interest. 
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Firstly – more 
people are getting 
involved in learning 
outdoors in school 
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CPD & Events 
 
Outdoor Champion – Leadership Skills for Outdoor Learning at Plymouth University 
 

Are you an outdoor learning champion? Are you looking to develop outdoor learning in your school? 
Plymouth University Institute of Education has created a specially-tailored course for teachers and outdoor 
learning providers who want to develop their professional leadership skills, with a focus on outdoor 
learning. There will be three modules: 7 Oct, 25 Nov & 3 Feb 2016, 2 – 6pm 
 
During the course you will work with experts and colleagues to:  

 explore your visions and values around education and the role of the 
outdoors  

 understand better outdoor education and how it supports children's 
learning 

 look at approaches for expressing our vision and values to others 

 discuss the challenges you encounter in developing outdoor 
approaches to learning 

 consider how we can share our vision with others and enthuse them to develop outdoor education 

 consider different models of leadership 

 look at different models of coaching and mentoring 

 share ideas about approaches to supporting the development of practice 

 explore models for evaluating and reflecting on our own practice  

 discuss different approaches to reflection, including thinking about how we can incorporate using the 
outdoor environment in reflective processes 

 
The cost will be £150 per person for the three sessions, including refreshments and course materials. This 
is a Level 7 programme and can contribute to an MA award. Please register your interest now as places 
are limited – ian.blackwell@plymouth.ac.uk – Ian will contact you with more information. 
 
OELResNet Seminar - 'Developing Outdoor Learning in teacher and pedagogue training in 
Denmark'. Wed 14th Oct, 12 - 2pm, Plymouth University.  
 
Speakers - Lis Reinholdt Kjeldsen, Senior Lecture, VIA Campus Horsens Pedagogical work, Program for 
Outdoor Learning (Via Out) and Coordinator for Outdoor learning on Campus Horsens in VIA, Denmark. 
Lis’s interests are international project on Outdoor learning for integration though Nature and Cultural 
Encounters, Teaching Nature, Outdoor life and Pedagogy. 
- Karen Møller-Jensen, Senior Lecturer, VIA Campus Holstebro, Denmark. Karen leads on pedagogical 
work, Program for Outdoor Learning (VIA Out), a project on Gardening with disabled people, gardening as 
a pedagogical tool and School Gardens. Her research interests include Teaching Nature and Outdoor life, 
Interprofessional teaching and Co-creation. 
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- Marianne Axelsen, Senior Lecturer, Campus Aarhus. Marianne's interest are teacher education, Program 
for Outdoor Learning (VIA Out) and a project on History through cooperation with museums. 
Email Laura Moore to register your interest – laura.moore@plymouth.ac.uk  
 

Pizza oven launch event 
 

Come along on 28th September from 2– 5.30 p.m. and celebrate cooking the first pizza at Mount Street 
Primary School, Plymouth. This Natural Connections school has created an outdoor oven with volunteers 
from Embercombe. All enquiries, please contact Kathy Locke k.locke@mountstreet.plymouth.sch.uk 
Moor Tribe Day 
 

Brentor Village Hall, Tavistock, 30th September, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. This workshop will focus on developing 
inspirational learning using the moorland environment in a fun and interactive way for teachers working with 
Key stages 1 and 2. Free to Arena Schools members, £45 for non-members. Contact info@arena-
schools.co.uk to book a place. 
 
Learning Everywhere 
 

MSHED Bristol, 2nd October. A Learning Fair connecting teachers with heritage, cultural and outdoor 
learning providers. This free event for teachers includes provocative talks stands with interactive examples 
of how providers can enhance learning, and, a chance to connect with individuals. Book here.    
Fundraising for Outdoor Learning workshops 
 

Following the success of our fundraising workshops in the summer in Plymouth and Torbay, we’re running 
these again in Bristol on October 16th and South Molton on November 12th.’Very approachable and relaxed, 
purposeful and helpful. I think everyone felt empowered to move forward’ - 2015 feedback. Click here. 

 
12th November – Natural Connections Key Findings Conference  
 

Plymouth University, 12.30 – 4.30 p.m., 12th November 2015. Free but places must be booked. We have 
been working with 130 schools, to evaluate how outdoor learning can be embedded, and measure its 
impact. Come and hear about our findings and meet some of the schools involved. This free event is aimed 
at teachers, managers, educators, outdoor learning providers, students, researchers, parents and staff. It 
will be an opportunity to network and share ideas. Click here. 
 
Storytelling  
 

Bethan Stagg of the Open Air Laboratories (OPAL) is presenting 'the Story of a Seed', either indoors or in 
an outdoor setting. It works best for years 6 or 7, KS2 and KS3 biology,  and the performance lasts an hour, 
with 15 minutes required each side for monitoring/feedback. Ideally OPAL would like a donation of £120 
from the school, but funding may be available to subsidise the cost. Please contact 
bethan.stagg@plymouth.ac.uk 

 
CLOtC conference 2015 
 
Thursday 26th November, Gilwell Park Scout Activity Centre, Epping Forest, Essex. This year’s conference 
will focus on how learning outside the classroom (LOtC) can help develop the character attributes that lead 
to academic achievement and success in the real world.  Evidence backs up the value of LOtC in building 
resilience, improving communication and team work skills, helping young people to solve problems and 
building their confidence so that they are better prepared for the world beyond the classroom. LOtC 
activities can also contribute significantly to personal development and preparing children for life and work 
in Britain today. View the draft timetable for the day 
 

Why Farming Matters Primary Pack 

The popular resource has a new look and even more lesson ideas to bring farming 
to life for your class. This collaboration between FACE and the NFU is the first 
resource to come out of the Countryside Classroom partnership. Why Farming 
Matters 
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Other Local Events: 

7th October - Food for Life: Cooking for a school farmers market. Free twilight session at Growing our 
Future, Okehampton College.  

14th October - Sustainability at school. Free training day from Resource Futures for teachers and 
volunteers, at Paignton Zoo.   
 
19th October - GDSP school forum day. Free training day at Princetown Primary for anyone working in 
schools including practical workshops and skills around food and outdoor learning.  

 
3rd November - Earth Education workshop. Training day on fundamentals of Earth Education, at Slapton 
Ley Field Centre.  

 
11th November - Food for Life: Transforming school food culture. Free training day for school staff and 
volunteers, particularly catering staff, at Growing our Future, Okehampton.  

 
 

This newsletter has been sent to you because you have expressed an interest in Natural Connections. To contact the 
project, register as a LINE provider, or to unsubscribe please email naturalconnections@plymouth.ac.uk.  We welcome your 
feedback on this newsletter and invite ideas for contributions. 
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