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Natural Connections  
Demonstration Project 
Newsletter – issue 15, June 2015  
 
 
About Natural Connections  
 

The Natural Connections Demonstration Project is an exciting initiative funded by Natural 
England, DEFRA and English Heritage, which Plymouth University were awarded the contract 
to deliver. It is one of the largest outdoor learning projects in the UK and will involve around 
200 schools and between 200-500 volunteers. This innovative project operates at a local, 
school-led level, in ‘hubs’ across the South West. Natural Connections runs until March 2016.  
 

 to find out more about the project, view past copies of the newsletter, and access 
resources, case studies and support – click here  

 naturalconnectionsblog.wordpress.com for blogs from outdoor learning experts 

 follow us on Twitter - @ntrlconnections  

 
 

Did you know…? 
 

Since January 2012, the Natural Connections Demonstration Project has reached: 
 

 31,440 pupils 

 1,603 teachers 

 1,452 teaching assistants 

 

Quotes of the month: 
 

‘Children, for whatever reasons … don’t have the freedoms to play outside that they maybe 
once did. So offering that opportunity in school is really important’ – Head-teacher 

 

Learning outdoors … ‘grabs the children’s attention and you can actually physically see 
excitement … I think when children are excited about something they’ll learn better … and this 

has just grasped their imagination’ - Member of school staff 
 
 

Natural Connections Festival of Outdoor Learning 
Fri 26th June – Friday 3rd July 2015 
 

Here’s your chance to celebrate and showcase your outdoor learning this summer! Natural 
Connections would like to help you promote your outdoor learning activities during this 
particular week, including events across the whole South West region.  
 
We are pulling together a special online Festival Calendar which starts with the Learning in 
Natural Environments conference on 26th June at Ashton Court near Bristol, (click here) and 
closes with the Lessons from Near and Far: Research & Policy Conference over at the 
University of East London on Fri 3rd July.  
 
The Natural Connections team would love to help you by highlighting events you are 
organising, such as training days or workshops, as well as outdoor activities you are involved 
in with schools, with families, or the general public. This is a free service. Click here to see 
what we already have listed.  

http://www.growingschools.org.uk/about/natural-connections/newsletter
https://naturalconnectionsblog.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/ntrlconnections
http://www.thisisaclassroom.com/conference/4589171120
https://lessonsfromnearfar.wordpress.com/
https://lessonsfromnearfar.wordpress.com/festival-of-line/
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All you need to do is let us know of any events you already have planned for 26th June – 3rd 
July or organise some events especially for the week. If you have specific ideas on how we 
can help promote you and your fantastic work, for instance if you want help with social media 
activity or with circulating press releases, again get in touch. 
 

Please contact Ian Blackwell if you have any questions or have events you want to feature on 
the Festival Calendar ian.blackwell@plymouth.ac.uk  
 
 

Coming up… please register your interest as places are limited… 
CPD – Leadership Skills for Outdoor Learning at Plymouth University 
 
Are you an outdoor learning champion? Are you looking to develop outdoor learning in your 
school? Plymouth University Institute of Education has created a specially-tailored course for 
teachers who want to develop their professional leadership skills, with a focus on outdoor 
learning. There will be three modules: 7 Oct, 25 Nov & 3 Feb 2016, 2 – 6pm 
 
During the course you will work with experts and colleagues to : 

 explore your visions and values around education and the role of the outdoors within 
these.  

 understand better outdoor education and how it supports children's learning 

 look at approaches for expressing our vision and values to others 

 discuss the challenges you encounter in developing outdoor approaches to learning 

 consider how we can share our vision with others and enthuse them to develop outdoor 
education 

 consider different models of leadership 

 look at different models of coaching and mentoring 

 share ideas about approaches to supporting the development of practice 

 explore models for evaluating and reflecting on our own practice  

 discuss different approaches to reflection, including thinking about how we can incorporate 
using the outdoor environment in reflective processes 

 
More info to follow. The cost is likely to be £120 per person for the three sessions, including 
refreshments and course materials. This is a Level 7 programme and can contribute to an MA 
award. Please register your interest now as places are limited – ian.blackwell@plymouth.ac.uk 
– Ian will contact you when more details have been confirmed. 

 

 

News & Upcoming Events from the Hubs  

Ian Blackwell & Jo Lewis  
 

Cornwall Hub News 
 
All of the Natural Connections schools are defying the unseasonal 
weather by gearing up their outdoor activity this term. Marlborough 
Primary School in Falmouth have recently celebrated LINE through 
a spectacular Big Dig Maths Day with all of its pupils involved in a 
wide and exciting range of outdoor explorations of mathematics and 
number.  
The whole day has been captured in a wonderful video that shows a multitude of earnest and 
intense learners, all with happy faces - click here to find out more. Wadebridge Primary 
Academy is planning a two-day celebration of learning outdoors on the beach at Harlyn Bay 
on 9th and 10th June. This event has been planned to generate new ideas, encourage a 

mailto:ian.blackwell@plymouth.ac.uk
mailto:ian.blackwell@plymouth.ac.uk
http://www.marlborough.cornwall.sch.uk/website/line/7883
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creative approach to learning and open up possibilities that can then 
be developed over the coming weeks. Activities will include story-
telling, rock-pooling and beach science, beach sculpture and 
drawing, word journeys, sand dancing, team building and much more 
- each session will be led by a creative practitioner/scientist. Contact 
Pete Butts peterbutts2000@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Plymouth Hub News 
 
The next Natural Connections meeting in Plymouth will focus on “Building an Outdoor 
Learning Community”. This will be hosted by Eggbuckland Community College and will be 
held on Wednesday 1st July from 4pm – 6pm.  
Now that the funding for the Plymouth Hub as part of the Demonstration Project has ended, 
the team nonetheless continues to actively support outdoor learning across the city. This 
meeting will be celebrating the achievements of the past two and a half years from all the 
schools involved, as well as discussing proposals for the next phase of Natural Connections 
and how everyone involved can create a stronger learning community based around LINE.  
For more information, contact Hub Leader Chris Avent chris.avent@plymouth.gov.uk 
 
Torbay & South Devon Hub News 
 
The network in Torbay and South Devon continues to grow, as more schools join the Natural 
Connections Project. The next CPD event is a Science Safari on June 16th at Totnes St 
John's School 4 – 6pm. This will be looking at Science outside the classroom - the new 
curriculum will require teachers to be confident in using the school grounds for investigation 
and exploration, so participants will be finding out how to use their grounds to promote 
scientific enquiry outside the classroom throughout the year. It's also a chance to work with 
enthusiastic colleagues, and discover how to bring Learning Outside the Classroom to life with 
relevant hands-on sessions. For more information, contact the Hub Leader Mel Easter 
mellew60@hotmail.com  
  
North Devon Hub News 
 
The new Naturally Healthy Devon Schools project is now busy recruiting schools in north 
Devon, where there has been a great deal of interest in joining the project.  The hub leader, 
Louise Graham will be running a Teach Meet event where primary and secondary teachers 
can network, listen to and share ideas about how to take learning outdoors, on 2nd July at 
RHS Rosemoor for people interested in taking learning outdoors. Click here for Teach Meet 
info. For more information, contact the Hub Leader Louise Graham 
louise@naturallearning.org.uk.  

 
East Devon Hub News 
 
East Devon District Council Countryside Team is also looking for schools in Exmouth to join 
the project - if you know of a school which might be interested in joining, please contact the 
Hub Leader. The health of pupils learning outdoors is one aspect we aim to capture in the 
project evaluation and the first phase of this will get underway shortly where we will be using 
accelerometers to measure the activity levels of pupils learning outdoors compared with those 
learning indoors. On Fri 26th June Primary Focus Day, Seaton Wetlands, East Devon. This 
is run by the Natural Connections Hub Leader for East Devon and looks at how primary 
teachers can use the fantastic wetland areas around the Axe. Click here for information. 
Contact the Hub Leader Meg Knowles MKnowles@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 
 

mailto:peterbutts2000@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Chris.Avent@plymouth.gov.uk
mailto:mellew60@hotmail.com
https://eventbrite.co.uk/event/16789405564/
https://eventbrite.co.uk/event/16789405564/
mailto:louise@naturallearning.org.uk
http://eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside/countryside-sites/seaton-wetlands/
mailto:MKnowles@eastdevon.gov.uk
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Bristol, Wiltshire & Somerset News 
The South West Learning in the Natural Environment 
Collaboration 
 

The SW Collaboration team are getting ready for their conference 
which will be held on Friday 26th June. The conference will see the 
launch of the #thisisaclassroom movement and the Wild Time for 
Schools digital platform. As well as being an opportunity to hear from 
head teachers and practitioners about how the engage with outdoor 
learning.  More details can be found here: 
www.thisisaclassroom.com/conference 
 

Natural Connections at Bristol Festival of Nature - the Bristol Festival 
of Nature will be taking place at Bristol Harbourside on June 13-14th, 
with a day just for schools on Friday 12th June. Schools day is open to Key Stage Two pupils 
from across the South West, and will welcome over 1000 children for a day of free 
hands-on science and nature activities. Join Natural England in the Wild Waters Tent to 
explore a place where Somerset wetland wildlife thrives and the elusive bittern booms 
amongst the reed beds. For more information see: www.bnhc.org.uk/festival-of-
nature/schools/ 
 

 
General Project News 
 

 
 
On 3rd July Plymouth University, Natural England and University of East London (with support 
from CLOtC and ESRC) are organising an International Outdoor Learning Conference at 
UEL’s Stratford Campus, looking at the interactions between research and policy. Speakers 
from around the world will deliver key note presentations alongside Ian and Rowena from the 
Natural Connections Team.  
 
More information and details of how to book can be found at: 
www.lessonsnearfar.wordpress.com . Contact Jenny Hanwell  
 
Booking closes on 15th June so reserve your place now to avoid disappointment.  
 
Please note there is FREE transport from Plymouth to London on 2nd July and back on 3rd 
[evening] – we can pick up en route [Exeter, A303 – Honiton] if necessary. You will need to 
arrange your own accommodation in London. Contact laura.moore@plymouth.ac.uk   
 
Twitter 
 
Are you following us on Twitter yet? Nearly 1400 people are! Twitter is easy to 
use and a great way to find out more about the outdoor learning work that others 
are doing, as well as sharing your own news and ideas. If you are on Twitter 
don’t forget to follow and “tag us” @ntrlconnections in your tweet so we can see 
what you have Tweeted about, share the news and “follow” you back!  

http://www.thisisaclassroom.com/conference
http://www.bnhc.org.uk/festival-of-nature/schools/
http://www.bnhc.org.uk/festival-of-nature/schools/
http://www.lessonsnearfar.wordpress.com/
mailto:jenny.hanwell@naturalengland.org.uk
mailto:laura.moore@plymouth.ac.uk


5 

 

The Outdoor Learning Blog – by Natural Connections 
 
Next time you are online, take a look at this blog we have 
been coordinating. Writers from across the outdoor 
learning sector have kindly provided some fascinating and 
wide range articles for you to enjoy. Articles include: 
 
- Using the Environment to Inspire Poetry 
- Challenges to Learning in Natural Environments in 

Schools 
- Linking the Outdoors to the ICT Curriculum 
- Using the Great Outdoors for Teaching Across the Curriculum 
 
Let us know what you think! Email Jenny Hanwell jenny.hanwell@naturalengland.org.uk  
 
 
Natural Connections ‘Outside the Classroom’ Competition – Results! 
 
We wanted to hear from schools in the region who are taking their 
lessons outside. Whatever schools were working on outside - 
growing food, recording and measuring in Maths, doing creative 
writing or bug hunting in Science - we asked you to tell us about it. 
We had a fantastic response with a huge range of entries from 
Cornwall to Bristol. All the schools who entered received a set of 
resources as a ‘Well Done!’ 
 

The judging panel was impressed with the range and creativity 
shown in the competition entries. Schools told us about lessons 
covering all subject areas of the curriculum, and their effort and 
enthusiasm were evident. All the winners showed us that outdoor 
learning is embedded in their schools, and that this had enhanced 
the learning experience of both the pupils and their teachers – 
something we are supporting through the Natural Connections 
Project.  
 

We would like to congratulate Courtlands Special School, Mount Street Primary School and 
Shakespeare Primary School, all from the Plymouth area, and Tintagel Primary School in 
Cornwall, Dunster First School in Somerset and Cockwood Primary School near Exeter, who 
are the six winning schools. Two will be presented with fruit trees and bushes totalling £100 in 
value, and four other schools will receive prizes which include a class visit to the Eden Project, 
a day with a nature specialist from Exmoor National Park, a class visit to Haytor with a 
Dartmoor National Park Ranger, and a class visit to Wembury Marine Centre. 
 
Festival of Nature – Bristol 13 – 14 June 
 
The Festival of Nature returns to Bristol this summer and will take centre stage at this year’s 
European Green Capital celebrations with a host of interactive exhibits and activities from 
giants of the natural history world, as well as fascinating talks, live entertainment, a market 
bursting with local produce and much more. The Wild Weekend takes place across the Bristol 
Harbourside on 13-14 June and is expected to attract around 12,000 people to give wildlife-
lovers of all ages a unique opportunity to discover and enjoy the natural world in the heart of 
the city.  
 
In addition to the wild weekend, the Festival of Nature runs an annual programme of exciting 
and engaging outdoor events across Bristol. Outdoor education is at the heart of all of the 

mailto:jenny.hanwell@naturalengland.org.uk
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Festival of Nature’s activities with a schools, day during the Wild Weekend and activities 
across the summer focused on children and young people.  
 
Savita Custead, Chair of Bristol Natural History Consortium, which organises the event, says: 
“It is essential that we encourage young people out of the classroom and let them get hands 
on with the natural world, as it is only by doing that that we can bring it to life and make it 
meaningful and significant. We’ve got events taking place throughout the summer aimed at 
both schools and families so come along to see for yourself the amazing impact that the 
natural world can have on a young person.”  
 
The Festival of Nature takes place on Bristol Harbourside on 13-14 June, with community 
events throughout the summer. Visit www.festivalofnature.org.uk to find out more. 
 

 
CPD & Events 
 
 The Eden project are teaming up with play expert Phil Waters (http://ilovenature.org.uk/) 

to offer four free taster sessions across Cornwall and Plymouth on 18th June – St. Wenn 
Primary School, Bodmin, 22nd June – St. Day Primary School, Redruth, 1st July – 
Mayflower Academy, Plymouth, 3rd July – Landewednack CP School, Lizard.   
To take advantage of this amazing opportunity, contact Gill Hodgson 
GHodgson@EdenProject.com stating clearly the name of your school, the Taster Session 
that your school would like to attend, the names and contact details of who would like to 
reserve a place, the session(s) each participant would like to attend.  

 
 16th June - Science Safari at Totnes St John's School 4 – 6pm 
 

 17th June – free Forest School taster session 
Magdalen Farm [Somerset/ Dorset border] free afternoon Forest 
School taster session with Richard Irvine – phone 01460 30144 
click here 

 

 18th June - The next Growing Devon Schools 
partnership School Forum day will be on Thursday 18th June, 9:30am to 3:30pm, at 
Bicton College, near Exmouth. The day is free and includes a free lunch. For more 
information on previous forums and the programme visit www.growingdevonschools.org.uk 
and to book email admin@growingdevonschools.org.uk This is an opportunity for 
teachers, teaching assistants, parents and other school staff and volunteers to share skills 
and ideas to link outdoor learning to the curriculum, and to gain new ideas and resources 
to take back to school with you. 

 

 Fri 26th June  - Primary Focus Day, Seaton Wetlands, East Devon 
 

 Fri 26th June – Learning in Natural Environments Conference in Bristol: 
http://www.thisisaclassroom.com/conference 

 

 30th June & 1st July - Fundraising for Outdoor Learning workshops – BOOKING UP 

FAST!! Natural Connections are running two Fundraising for Outdoor Learning workshops 

in Torbay and Plymouth at Occombe Farm on June 30th and Plymouth University on July 

1st, 1p.m. – 4.15 p.m., and are in the process of arranging a workshop in Bristol. These 

proved successful last year, and are aimed at teaching staff, school business managers 

and all outdoor educators. Though we’ve focused on outdoor learning, the skills and 

insights the course offers can be used for fundraising for any learning. For booking details 

see https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/whats-on/fundraising-for-outdoor-learning-workshops  

http://www.festivalofnature.org.uk/
http://ilovenature.org.uk/
mailto:GHodgson@EdenProject.com
http://richardirvine.co.uk/forest-school-training/
http://www.growingdevonschools.org.uk/
mailto:admin@growingdevonschools.org.uk
http://www.thisisaclassroom.com/conference/4589171120
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/whats-on/fundraising-for-outdoor-learning-workshops
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 1st July A Taste of Forest School Training, North Devon. £10. 2 – 5pm. Try before you 
buy with Richard Irvine - get a flavour of what the training involves - click here  
 

 2nd July - Teach Meet at RHS Rosemoor - click here for Teach Meet info 
 

 2nd July - National Sustainable School’s Conference. Learning for Our Future – 
Engaging for a Changing World. University of Bristol, Students’ Union  Click here 

 

 
Other News… 
 
Empty Classroom Day 
Friday 19th June 
Spend a day outside! As if we need an excuse! Let us know if your 
school has plans and send us some photos of your activities.  
www.emptyclassroomday.com  

 
The RHS Campaign for School Gardening has teamed up with the UK Space Agency to 
involve schools in a project aimed at inspiring pupils to think scientifically and helping them to 
see the potential of future careers in STEM and Horticulture. Schools can register 
now   https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/news/News-results/National/2015/May/rocket-science 
   
 
The Plymouth Woodland Project   is running a series of free 
plant ID workshops focussing on trees, ferns and wildflowers of 
woodlands. These sessions are open to all and will be suitable for 
professionals and volunteers looking to improve woodland plant 
ID skills as well as beginners new to plant ID. Please contact 
Alison Smith alison.smith@plymouth.ac.uk tel. 07954 683869 for 
more information and booking.  
 
Wild Time South Devon have set up a Facebook page which they hope will help to bring 
ideas together and enable some on-line chat click here for the Facebook link.  Obviously they 
hope you won’t be spending too long on here as the aim of Wild Time is to encourage 
everyone away from screens and into Nature - but please do share ideas for where to go, 
what to do, how to engage young people and children with the outdoors and how to 
encourage schools to facilitate more learning through outdoor play.  
A Facebook page cannot compete with face-to-face communication but, prior to their next 
gathering, they hope it will help to continue the links they began to forge on 6th May at the 
Project Wild Thing film screening and to encourage you all to keep on making those waves 
and rocking those boats which will help to make changes. 
 

Evaluation Update Martin Gilchrist  
 
Thank you as always to everyone who has contributed or helped with the evaluation by 
completing one of the project surveys or by taking part in case studies and interviews. 
 
We are currently running our summer surveys with schools and will feedback the results to 
everyone at the beginning of the next academic year. We do have some recent results to 
share though. We ran a quick survey with schools to find out the most important things for 
which time is needed to do more LINE. There was a wide spread of responses, suggesting 
that time is needed for a wide range of issues. However developing confidence, professional 
practice and communication around the benefits of LINE were the three most popular 
responses and showing a continued need for the LINE CPD that is being provided by the hub 
leaders and their networks. 

http://comm100email26.com/Newsletter/Newsletter_Click.aspx?version=4&type=0&EmailId=669&EmailMessageId=1191&UserOrContactId=3680&siteId=37309&LinkId=5687
http://richardirvine.co.uk/2015-training-courses/
https://eventbrite.co.uk/event/16789405564/
http://se-ed.co.uk/edu/nssc2015/
http://www.emptyclassroomday.com/
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/news/News-results/National/2015/May/rocket-science
mailto:alison.smith@plymouth.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wild-Time-South-Devon/682450761884732?ref=hl
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As well as helping to understand how the project is working, the evaluation is helping to make 
the case for Learning in the Natural Environment. We have produced this infographic which 
anyone can use to promote and share the benefits that LINE can give. Contact 
martin.gilchrist@plymouth.ac.uk for an electronic copy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easyfundraising 
 

Do you shop online? Are you booking train tickets or a holiday? Buying a present? Do you 
shop for home delivery… 
 

You can help raise money for Natural Connections with no extra cost to you with 
easyfundraising.  Natural Connections earns a % of your purchase from the retailer, so no 
extra cost to you at all. All the big on-line retailers are there, including supermarkets, high 
street chains, Amazon, travel agents, the TrainLine etc. Here’s how it works:  
 

1. Go to the easyfundraising site and support Natural Connections click here .  
2. Register your details  
3. Choose from 2700+ retailers and start buying on-line as you would normally 
4. That’s it! 

 
 

This bi-monthly newsletter has been sent to you because you have expressed an 
interest in Natural Connections. 
 
To contact the project, register as a LINE provider, or to unsubscribe please email our 
Administrator, Laura Moore at naturalconnections@plymouth.ac.uk 
 
We welcome your feedback on this newsletter and invite ideas for contributions. 

 

mailto:martin.gilchrist@plymouth.ac.uk
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/naturalconnections/?t=Easyfundraising-lo
mailto:naturalconnections@plymouth.ac.uk

